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" the son accepted very gladly. . . ." Then follows a full account of that educational war, which may have taught Maximilian something, yet it scarcely seems an appropriate time when his promised bride was in such terrible need of immediate help. No doubt there were money difficulties as well, as was the usual case with the Hapsburg family, but the fact remains that it was not until May 21, that the bridegroom-elect actually started from Vienna, with a magnificent suite in attendance upon him, " many archbishops, bishops, and princes, with a great number of knights/' Even then, a long halt was made at Cologne, and Commines explains that Maximilian waited there to receive money from Marie to continue the journey. However this may be, it was not until August 18 that the Archduke and his noble company of lords and gentlemen reached Ghent.
It is very curious to notice in the " Teuerdank " that Maximilian himself is quite conscious that his laggard behaviour with regard to the rescue of his bride requires much explanation and apology. In this allegorical story, which was first privately printed on parchment in 1517, only two years before the death of Maximilian, he relates how, after the death of the fabulously wealthy " King Romreich " (Charles of Burgundy), his only daughter, the " Princess Ehrenreich" (Marie), sees from her father's will that only the "Bitter Teuerdank" (Maximilian) is worthy to marry her. She summons him to her help, as she is beset with troubles, and he sets forth to meet her with his trusty comrade Erenhold. But the devil has a spite against the young prince!   4   H*i«/, and added : " I will gnv ymi 1. r ! • u •• ? ;:• t- / ^ / that you may leurn to nudi* \»ai»   n fi.j   ,1 come to the govenummt of I lit* «}ui^n' * i MUMM may know how to iiml with van n,. hat- , 'c! w«* riutiiot wc*n<l«T that iii n iuoin*«nt of l)itirnu*8H slu- Mhoulil luivr tMCi'liiiiuril to hrr H«iiis thf hi'ir tif so mwh wiiht«*tl nuthority :
